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Using the exceptive particle (Ji) to convey meanings other than the

exception: A study in the text of the Holy Qur’an

Hamdi Mahmoud Jabali

Abstract: This research examines a number of verses from the Holy Qur'an that use the

exception method with the exceptive particle ( ¥). The use of the particle (¥) in this or that
verse in the sense of exception is problematic for many people, including those of
remembrance and those familiar with Arabic and its meanings, since the verse is not
referencing it in its context, according to the structure. For scholars and grammarians, the
significance of exposing this problem would vanish if (¥) carried another meaning.
Therefore, the research attempted to discuss this possibility. Using reasoning and
interpretation, the researcher tried his best to survey the various perspectives and thoughts
of the people who studied the phenomenon whether they agree that (¥) has this or that
meaning. Several texts from the Holy Qur’an, in which the exception occurred with (Y),
were studied to clarify the various points of view of scholars regarding what ( ¥)) means,
and how it can be extended to other meanings. The researcher found that discrepancy
among scholars was attributed to their differences in the interpretation of the constituent
elements of the exceptive structure, in the identification of the relationship between the given
information and the excepted object, and in their choice of a specific interpretation of the
Qur’anic term, before (Y) and after it. Furthermore, the study found that there was no
agreement between Arab grammarians, and that there may be meanings for the word ( ¥)
depending on the Qur'anic structure.

Keywords: Arabic grammar, exception, Holy Qur‘an, interpretation of the Qur'an, multiple

meanings.
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